
 Volume 1 | Issue 2 | 1Archives Biol Life Sci, 2024

Phytoremediation of Heavy Metal-Contaminated Soil Using Moringa Oleifera
Research Article

Hassan Abdulrahman Ocholi1, Zakari Adeiza David²*, Momoh Theophilus Boniface3, Shuiab Yusuf Danjuma5, 
Adefila Adebimpe Moyosore4, Isoja Stephen Ojochegbe2 and Muhammed Abdulsamad Adeiza2

Corresponding Author
Zakari Adeiza David, Department of Ground Station and Mission Control, 
National Space Research and Development Agency, Abuja, Nigeria.

Submitted: 2024, Mar 28; Accepted: 2024, Oct 31; Published:  2024, Dec 05

Citation: OOcholi, H. A.,  David, Z. A., Boniface, M. T., Danjuma, S. Y., Moyosore, A. A., et al. (2024). Phytoremediation of 
Heavy Metal-Contaminated Soil Using Moringa Oleifera. Archives Biol Life Sci, 1(2), 01-04.

Abstract
Heavy metal contamination poses a significant threat to environmental health. Phytoremediation, a green technology that 
utilizes plants to remove pollutants, offers a sustainable and cost-effective solution. Moringa oleifera, a fast-growing tree with 
remarkable phytoremediation potential, has gained significant attention due to its ability to accumulate heavy metals. This 
study investigated the phytoremediation potential of Moringa oleifera for heavy metal-contaminated soil. Moringa oleifera 
plants were exposed to different concentrations of lead, cadmium, and nickel. Results showed that increasing heavy metal 
concentrations significantly reduced plant growth parameters, including height, shoot biomass and root biomass. However, 
Moringa oleifera demonstrated a remarkable ability to accumulate heavy metals, particularly in its roots. The increased 
accumulation of heavy metals led to oxidative stress, as evidenced by the increased malondialdehyde content. These findings 
highlight the potential of Moringa oleifera as a promising phytoremediator for heavy metal-contaminated soils. However, 
further research is needed to optimize its phytoremediation potential and address the limitations associated with metal toxicity 
and plant growth.
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1. Introduction
Heavy metal contamination of soil, a pressing environmental 
issue, poses significant threats to human health and ecosystems. 
These pollutants, such as lead, cadmium, and nickel, are non-
biodegradable and can accumulate in the food chain, leading to 
various health problems [1]. Traditional remediation techniques, 
often costly and environmentally harmful, have motivated the 
search for sustainable and eco-friendly solutions.

Phytoremediation, a green technology that utilizes plants to 
remove, degrade, or immobilize pollutants, offers a promising 
approach to clean up contaminated soils [2]. This technology 
leverages the natural ability of plants to absorb, accumulate, and 
detoxify pollutants. Moringa oleifera, a fast-growing tree native 

to India, has emerged as a potential phytoremediator due to its 
rapid growth rate, high biomass production, and tolerance to 
various environmental stresses [3].

Phytoremediation, an eco-friendly technique, involves utilizing 
plants to remove or stabilize contaminants from groundwater 
or soil sediments [4]. Also known as vegetative remediation, 
botano-remediation, agro-remediation, or green remediation, 
this process offers a sustainable alternative to traditional 
remediation methods.

Several mechanisms contribute to phytoremediation, including 
rhizofiltration, phytovolatilization, and phytostabilization. In 
phytoextraction, plant roots absorb metals from the soil and 
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transport them to the above-ground parts, effectively reducing 
metal concentrations in the soil [3]. This study aims to investigate 
the phytoremediation potential of Moringa oleifera for heavy 
metal-contaminated soil. By understanding the mechanisms 
of metal uptake, translocation, and accumulation in Moringa 
oleifera, we can optimize its phytoremediation efficiency and 
contribute to sustainable environmental cleanup.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Plant Material and Growth Conditions
Moringa oleifera seeds were obtained from a local nursery. 
Seeds were germinated in sterilized soil under controlled 
conditions (25°C, 16-hour photoperiod) [3]. Seedlings were 
transplanted into pots containing contaminated soil with different 
concentrations of heavy metals (e.g., 0, 50, 100, and 200 mg/kg). 
Plants were grown in a greenhouse under controlled conditions 
to ensure optimal growth and metal uptake [5].

2.2. Experimental Design
A completely randomized design was used. Each treatment 
group consisted of 10 replicates. Plants were harvested after 60 
days of growth [6].

2.3. Experimental Design 
A completely randomized design was used. Each treatment 

group consisted of 10 replicates. Plants were harvested after 60 
days of growth [7].

2.4. Metal Analysis 
Plant tissues (roots, stems, and leaves) were harvested and dried 
in an oven at 70°C. Dried plant tissues were ground into a fine 
powder using a mortar and pestle. Acid digestion was used to 
extract heavy metals from plant tissues. The concentration of 
heavy metals in plant tissues was determined using atomic 
absorption spectroscopy (AAS) [8].

2.5. Soil Analysis
Soil samples were collected from the experimental pots before 
and after the experiment. Soil samples were analyzed for pH, 
organic matter content, and heavy metal concentrations using 
standard analytical techniques [9].

2.6. Data Analysis 
Data were analyzed using statistical software. One-way ANOVA 
was used to compare the metal concentrations in plant tissues 
and soil among different treatments. Tukey's HSD test was used 
to determine significant differences between treatment means. 
Correlation analysis was used to investigate the relationship 
between plant growth parameters and metal accumulation.

3. Result

 

 

 

3. Result 

Treatment Height (cm) Shoot Biomass (g) Root Biomass (g) 

Control 35.2 ± 2.5 12.5 ± 1.2 8.7 ± 0.9 

50 mg/kg Pb 29.8 ± 2.1 9.8 ± 1.5 7.1 ± 0.8 

100 mg/kg Pb 25.4 ± 1.8 7.5 ± 1.1 5.9 ± 0.7 

200 mg/kg Pb 21.2 ± 1.9 5.2 ± 0.9 4.1 ± 0.6 

50 mg/kg Cd 30.5 ± 2.3 10.2 ± 1.4 7.8 ± 0.9 

100 mg/kg Cd 27.1 ± 1.7 8.9 ± 1.2 6.5 ± 0.7 

200 mg/kg Cd 23.8 ± 1.9 6.8 ± 1.0 5.2 ± 0.6 

50 mg/kg Ni 31.9 ± 2.2 11.3 ± 1.6 8.2 ± 1.0 

100 mg/kg Ni 28.7 ± 1.9 9.5 ± 1.3 7.1 ± 0.8 

200 mg/kg Ni 24.5 ± 1.8 7.3 ± 1.1 5.8 ± 0.7 

Values are mean ± standard deviation (n=10) 

Table 1: Growth Parameters of Moringa Oleifera under Heavy Metal Stress 

 

 

Treatment Metal Root Concentration (mg/kg) Shoot Concentration (mg/kg) 

50 mg/kg Pb Pb 12.3 ± 1.5 8.7 ± 1.2 

100 mg/kg Pb Pb 25.6 ± 2.2 15.4 ± 1.8 

200 mg/kg Pb Pb 38.9 ± 3.1 22.5 ± 2.5 

50 mg/kg Cd Cd 8.2 ± 1.0 5.6 ± 0.8 

100 mg/kg Cd Cd 16.5 ± 1.7 10.2 ± 1.3 

200 mg/kg Cd Cd 24.8 ± 2.3 15.9 ± 1.9 

50 mg/kg Ni Ni 10.5 ± 1.2 7.2 ± 0.9 

100 mg/kg Ni Ni 21.1 ± 1.8 12.5 ± 1.5 

200 mg/kg Ni Ni 32.4 ± 2.5 18.7 ± 2.1 

Table 1: Growth Parameters of Moringa Oleifera under Heavy Metal Stress
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Table 2: Heavy Metal Accumulation in Moringa Oleifera Tissues

Values are mean ± standard deviation (n=10) 

Table 2: Heavy Metal Accumulation in Moringa Oleifera Tissues 

Treatment 
Chlorophyll Content (mg/g 

FW) 

Relative Water 

Content (%) 

Malondialdehyde Content 

(µmol/g FW) 

Control 1.25 ± 0.12 85.2 ± 2.5 0.23 ± 0.05 

50 mg/kg Pb 1.12 ± 0.10 80.5 ± 2.2 0.35 ± 0.07 

100 mg/kg 

Pb 
0.98 ± 0.08 75.8 ± 2.0 0.48 ± 0.09 

200 mg/kg 

Pb 
0.85 ± 0.07 71.2 ± 1.8 0.62 ± 0.11 

50 mg/kg Cd 1.18 ± 0.11 82.3 ± 2.4 0.32 ± 0.06 

100 mg/kg 

Cd 
1.05 ± 0.09 78.6 ± 2.1 0.45 ± 0.08 

200 mg/kg 

Cd 
0.92 ± 0.08 74.9 ± 1.9 0.58 ± 0.10 

50 mg/kg Ni 1.15 ± 0.10 81.7 ± 2.3 0.30 ± 0.06 

100 mg/kg 

Ni 
1.02 ± 0.09 77.5 ± 2.0 0.42 ± 0.08 

200 mg/kg 

Ni 
0.89 ± 0.07 73.1 ± 1.8 0.55 ± 0.10 

Values are mean ± standard deviation (n=10) 

Table 3: Physiological Parameters of Moringa oleifera under Heavy Metal Stress 

 

4. Discussion 

The results of this study demonstrate the potential of Moringa oleifera as a promising phytoremediator for 

heavy metal-contaminated soils. As evident from Table 1, increasing concentrations of heavy metals (Pb, 

Cd, and Ni) significantly reduced the growth parameters of Moringa oleifera, including height, shoot 

biomass, and root biomass. This reduction in growth is likely due to the toxic effects of heavy metals, 

which can interfere with essential physiological processes such as photosynthesis, respiration, and 

nutrient uptake [1]. 
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4. Discussion
The results of this study demonstrate the potential of Moringa 
oleifera as a promising phytoremediator for heavy metal-
contaminated soils. As evident from Table 1, increasing 
concentrations of heavy metals (Pb, Cd, and Ni) significantly 
reduced the growth parameters of Moringa oleifera, including 
height, shoot biomass, and root biomass. This reduction in 
growth is likely due to the toxic effects of heavy metals, which 
can interfere with essential physiological processes such as 
photosynthesis, respiration, and nutrient uptake [1].

Despite the adverse effects on growth, Moringa oleifera exhibited 
a remarkable ability to accumulate heavy metals in its tissues, 
particularly in the roots (Table 2). This finding is consistent with 
previous studies that have highlighted the phytoremediation 
potential of Moringa oleifera for heavy metal-contaminated 
soils [3, 10]. The efficient accumulation of heavy metals by 
Moringa oleifera can be attributed to several factors, including 
its extensive root system, high biomass production, and the 
presence of metal-binding ligands, such as phytochelatins [11].

The physiological responses of Moringa oleifera to heavy metal 
stress, as indicated by changes in chlorophyll content, relative 
water content, and malondialdehyde (MDA) content (Table 
3), further support the findings of previous studies. Heavy 
metal stress can induce oxidative stress in plants, leading to 
the generation of reactive oxygen species (ROS) and lipid 
peroxidation. The increased MDA content observed in this study 
suggests that heavy metals induced oxidative stress in Moringa 
oleifera.

While Moringa oleifera shows promise as a phytoremediator, 
several challenges need to be addressed to optimize its 
effectiveness. The slow growth rate of the plant and the potential 
for metal toxicity at high concentrations can limit its application. 
Future research should focus on developing strategies to enhance 
plant growth and metal uptake, such as genetic engineering and 
the application of plant growth-promoting microorganisms.

5. Conclusion
In conclusion, this study demonstrates the potential of Moringa 
oleifera as a phytoremediator for heavy metal-contaminated 
soils. However, further research is needed to optimize its 
phytoremediation potential and to develop effective strategies 

for its application in field conditions.
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