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Abstract

This is a homage to Lieselott (1927 — 2009) and Gerhart Enders (1924 — 1972). They were great scientists and teachers, and
lovely parents. Lieselott Enders’ academic legacy consists mainly of the ‘Historisches Ortslexikon fiir Brandenburg’, of which
she was the spiritus rector and most of whose volumes were written by her, and the three comprehensive volumes on the history
of the Uckermark, Prignitz, and Altmark from the Middle Ages till 1815. Gerhart Enders’ main academic legacy is, of course,
his ‘Archivverwaltungslehre’ (Archival Management Science, 11962, 31968, 32004) [1]. This article sketches their scientific
work as well as their personalities as colleagues, teachers, and parents.

1. Introduction

Lieselott Enders spent her childhood in a typical middle-class
family in Elbing, East Prussia. Her father, Paul Olivier, a bailiff of
Huguenot origin, was a civil servant in an insurance company, her
mother, Kéthe Olivier, neé Taureck, a teacher. At the age of 40, Paul
Olivier retired to study philosophy in Halle and Berlin, graduating
with a thesis on Immanuel Kant. She studied history in Berlin
and Halle, where she met her future husband and also obtained a
doctorate. Out of love for her husband, she accompanied him to
the Institute of Archival Sciences (IfA) in Potsdam to become an
archivist. She spent her professional life at the Brandenburg State
Main Archive in Potsdam, soon as head of department and de facto
deputy director.

She taught Old-French at the IFA. Due to that, I learned French
rather than English as a second foreign language in school (she
said, “English you can learn any-when — French not! I will support

you.”).

In the Cultural association of the Potsdam district, she headed the
department of arts, then that of arts and literature. She moderated
vernissages and where a friend and moderator for many painters.
As a pensioner, she switched to her actual profession and became

a leading historian for the Mark Brandenburg. A traffic accident
brought her most successful career to an abrupt end. For more
details, see [2].

(Hans Wolfgang) Gerhart Enders grew up with his foster parents in
Chemnitz. His father was a railwayman, his mother a housewife.
They were very loving parents and grandparents. At the age of 17,
he was sent to the Eastern Front as an anti-aircraft helper, as was
customary at the time. Severely wounded, he returned to Germany
and eventually became a British prisoner of war. In order to be
able to study, he first became a ‘new teacher’ and completed his
A-levels. He eventually studied history in Jena and Halle, where
he also completed his doctorate. He then went to the Institute of
Archival sciences (IFA) in Potsdam to become an archivist. He
spent his working life at the German Central Archive, then Central
Archive of GDR in Potsdam, soon as head of the Department
I (former Reich Archive) and deputy director. He also taught
at the IFA. His teaching letters eventually became his famous
‘Archivverwaltungslehre’ (Archival Management Science). An
incurable lung disease put an untimely end to his tireless creativity.

In his last weeks, the doctors at the Beelitz-Heilstitten lung
hospital gave him a twin-bed room on his own, due to which my
mother and I myself could visit him at any time. She went to see
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him every day. I accompanied her on Thursday evenings due to
my motorcycle (which I was able to buy thanks to the allowance
from his foster mother) and at the weekends. After his death, the
head doctor told us that, out of respect for his will to live and his
personality, they would not perform an autopsy, contrary to their
usual practice.

Lieselott Enders recalled that she went to a seminar, saw him,
and immediately fall in love to him. At an evening, she and he
accompanied each another to their flats, hence and forth — the rest
is history. Her story telling remembers Arnold Bronnen’s recalling
of his first meeting with Bertolt Brecht in which he saw the glow
of the future in Brecht’s eyes.

Their daughter, Dr. sc. med. Karin Rathgen, neé¢ Enders (*1952),
became a medical doctor, their son, Prof. h. c. Dr. sc. nat. (habil.)
Peter Enders (*1953), a physicist-theoretician.

This article sketches the scientific work of Lieselott and Gerhart
Enders as well as their personalities as teachers and parents. It will
begin with the ‘Archivverwaltungslehre’ in Section 1. Section 2
describes her common living of science. Sections 3 and 4 honour
their teaching of free thinking and ‘iron logic’. It is continued in
Section 5 on dedication and holistic view. Their main characters
were honesty, openness, collegiality, generosity, and humour, see
Sections 6 and 7. The article closes with their scientific legacy in
Section 8.

2. ‘Archivverwaltungslehre’ (Archival Management Science)

Gerhart Enders was a scientist and teacher through and through. His
‘Archivverwaltungslehre’ (Archival Management Science) [1] was
initially supposed to be called ‘Lehrbuch der Archivwissenschaft’
(Textbook of Archival Science) but this would have led to
ideological friction in the 1st edition of 1962 [3]. By the way, at his
time, Newton also avoided formulations which would have made
his physical explanations theologically vulnerable.

The 3rd edition 1968 was published as the 1st volume of the
series ‘Archivwissenschaft und Historische Hilfswissenschaften’
(Archival science and historical auxiliary sciences) of the Institute
for Archival Science of the Humboldt University at Berlin. In the
Introduction, the term ‘Archival Science’ is defined and its content
described. Anyway, for me, the discussion whether ‘Archival
Science’ is a science is idle by the fact that his author was not
a “bread scholar” but a “philosophical head” [4]. Subsequent
editions were suppressed. In 2004, Eckart Henning and Gerald
Wiemers edited a reprint of the 1968 edition, because — even after
36 years — there was no better textbook, at least not in German (cf.
[1] pp. V, VIID).

Altogether, the ‘Archivverwaltungslehre’ is not only ‘theory’, but
also a “guide for practical archive work” ([1] p. 7). Its theory-led
practicality is based on the clarity of thought in the basic discussion,
cf. [5]. This clarity probably resulted in the comprehensibility of

the presentation, which was rare for (then) German textbooks,
as a French reviewer praised (after [3] p. VI). Last but not least,
Gerhart Enders was an active archivist.

3. Living science

In a wonderful unity, Lieselott and Gerhart Enders lived science
and conducted discussions about archival questions accordingly.
After the extended evening meal in the family circle, both sat at
their desks — where else?!

To live science means accuracy, consequently also freedom
and independence in thinking; dedication; honesty, openness,
collegiality, generosity, humour; to take social responsibility
(Hannah Arendt) instead of sitting alienated in the ivory tower;
role model.

Gerhart Enders’ archival thinking has been competently
appreciated in the 2004 edition of his ‘Archivverwaltungslehre’
[1] and elsewhere. Here, I would like to stress these principles of
his thinking:

independence, breadth, structuredness.
The same principles apply to her.

Despite her own huge work, Lieselott was to Gerhart Enders what
Wolfgang Pauli — “the conscience of physics” — was to Werner
Heisenberg. She read and discussed all of his manuscripts with
him. As Klaus Metschies, a co-worker of him said, “what she is
delivering, exceeds every human measure”. For more details, see
[2]. Let me only add that, in the 1970-ies, she developed from
scratch a thesaurus for recording and indexing files from medical
institutions.

4. “Die Gedanken sind frei ...” (Thought are free...)

Independence of thought has not least a political dimension. Is not
independence of thought an indispensable component of a society
constituted and living in a free manner?

“Die Gedanken sind frei ...” (Thought are free...) is the main
idea of the famous 1842 song by August Heinrich Hoffmann von
Fallersleben & Ernst Heinrich Leopold Richter [6]. Is free thought
compatible with taboos?

“Without freedom of thought there can be no such thing as wisdom
& no such thing as public liberty without freedom of speech.”
(Benjamin Franklin, 1722 [7]).

As well known about his generation, my father never talked about
his war experiences in the family circle. As mentioned in the
Introduction, he was drafted to the Eastern Front as an anti-aircraft
gunner at the age of 17. He was deeply ashamed to have fought in
the wrong war and on the wrong side. Nevertheless, it occupied
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him for a long time; he owned several books about World War 2.

After the war, he and his wife stayed in Eastern Germany (GDR)
because they considered the fact that many highest-ranked Nazi
officials got highest positions in Western Germany (FRG) to be
completely inadequate. (Admittedly, some of them continued to
work in Eastern Germany, too. However, they were by far less
and not so visible in high positions as in Western Germany.) At
once, they did not let their independent thinking be bought even by
their individual employment contracts. They lived and taught her
children the upright gait, cf. [8].

In the 1960-ies, Gerhart Enders was mobbed by Stalinist colleagues
as a consequence of the Schirdewan debate. After having lost the
power struggle against Walter Ulbricht, Karl Schirdewan became
head of the State Archive Administration of the GDR in 1958.
Gerhart Enders and some like-minded people fought against
Schirdewan’s Stalinist methods of rule. One example is the
discussions about the provenance principle [9]. Eventually, in 1965,
Schirdewan was transferred to retirement. (This is my personal
reminder. Much later, my mother said, one could reasonably speak
with him. Unfortunately, she died before I could ask here in more
detail. An inquiry to his grandson Martin Schirdewan remained
unanswered. Nevertheless, on principle, these remarks are not
related to him.) Thus, I still consider Schirdewan's rehabilitation
after 1990 to be questionable. Admittedly, there are contemporary
witnesses which state that his opposition against Ulbricht were
directed toward (a little bit?) more democracy and liberalism,
respectively [10], see also [12].

The State Archive (Eastern Germany) and the Braunschweig
Schoolbook Publisher (Western Germany) officially exchanged
books to circumvent foreign currency troubles. The Stalinists
accused Gerhart Enders to foster Western ideology. As early as in
1990, his widow Lieselott Enders obtained a written apology for
that mobbing from the State Archive Administration.

Altogether, in his political views, Gerhart Enders remained close
to social democratic views. This led to disputes also within his
family, especially with his brother-in-law Kurt Olivier, a leading
journalist at the General News Service of Eastern Germany, but
also from time to time with his wife and myself. (For more details,
see [2].)

5. Teaching thinking and ‘iron logics’

Can thinking be learned or taught? I don’t know. For me, the above-
mentioned evening conversations over supper were formative. At
them, everything was allowed to be brought up, everything was
seriously discussed.

Gerald Wiemers, a student of Gerhart Enders at the Institute of
Archival Science (IfA) 1965-1967, judges:

“He was able to carry away in the discussion, which he basically
liked, weighing the pros and cons, convincing and taking in other

opinions. For most of us, these were new experiences. ...From our
faces he tried to read whether we had understood or not. ...Neither
jokes nor beautiful eyes could distract him; he was incorruptible.”
[13].

That may point to the ‘iron logics’ I have been taught by my
parents. Despite its martial name it is by no means anti-human, on
the contrary. And it represents the core of axiomatic.

Jan Peters, a close friend, colleague, and co-author of Lieselott
Enders since the 1980-ies, coined the term ‘Enders principle of
creative stubbornness’ for describing her unique approach to
research-guiding approaches and habitual norms [14]. (for more
details, see Section 8).

We children were allowed to take part in the conversations with
guests under the condition that we restrain ourselves. When a
school friend told my teacher of German language and literature,
Mr. Graupner, that he wanted to become a philosopher, the teacher
dryly replied that he should go to the Enders, there, he could learn
thinking.

By the way, Mr. Graupner was a great teacher at a special school of
physical-technical profile (each year, 60 pupils were selected out of
270 candidates by means of class works in German language and
mathematics, a practical problem, and a personal conversation; my
mother had searched for and found it to put me into a school with
higher demands). Once he asked me about Schiller’s ‘Wallenstein’.
I had not read it and stammered something. He said, “sit down!”
After the school lesson, I asked him why he has not given me a
‘5’ (insufficient). He replied that he assumes me to read it later-
on. Admittedly, he had given me two talks before the class for 15
minutes each. I spoke for 45 minutes each, and he relaxed.

Maxi Wander has interviewed his daughter in ‘Guten Morgen, Du
Schone’ (En.: ‘Good Morning My Lovely’). He also appears in
Sibylle Muthesius’ ‘Flucht in die Wolken’ (Escape into the clouds),
where the complexity of his personality is mentioned [16]. In
February 1973, my schoolmate Gottfried Mann told me that he
has committed suicide together with his former pupil Susanne who
were suffering from a comparable complexity of personality and
the impossibility to become a movie or theatre director...

That associates me with Friedrich Diirrenmatt’s 21 points to ‘The
Physicists’ [17].

8. Je planméaBiger die Menschen vorgehen, desto wirksamer
vermag sie der Zufall zu treffen.

9. PlanmiBig vorgehende Menschen wollen ein bestimmtes Ziel
erreichen. Der Zufall trifft sie immer dann am schlimmsten, wenn
sie durch ihn das Gegenteil ihres Ziels erreichen: Das, was sie
befiirchteten, was sie zu vermeiden suchten (z.B. Odipus).
English:

8. The more planned people proceed, the more effectively chance
can hit them.

9. People who proceed according to plan want to achieve a certain
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goal. The coincidence hits them always then worst, if they reach
the opposite of their goal by it: What they feared, what they tried
to avoid (e.g. Oedipus).

Finally, is mankind able to find the truth?

“Gegeniiber den Ritseln der Korperwelt ist der Naturforscher
langst gewohnt, mit ménnlicher Entsagung sein ‘Ignoramus’
auszusprechen. Im Riickblick auf die durchlaufene siegreiche
Bahn trigt ihn dabei das stille BewuBtsein, daf3, wo er jetzt nicht
weil}, er wenigstens unter Umstdnden wissen konnte, und dereinst
vielleicht wissen wird.

Gegentiber dem Rétsel aber, was Materie und Kraft seien, und
wie sie zu denken vermdgen, mufl er ein fiir allemal zu dem
viel schwerer abzugebenden Wahrspruch sich entschlieBen:
‘Ignorabimus’.” (Emil du Bois-Reymond 1872 [18]).

Shortly: we do not know and will not know.

David Hilbert [19] opposed that pessimistic ‘ignoramus et
ignorabimus’ with his optimistic view” We must know — we will
know” written as
“Wir diirfen nicht denen glauben, die heute mit philosophischer
Miene und iiberlegenem Tone den Kulturuntergang prophezeien
und sich in dem Ignorabimus gefallen. Fiir uns gibt es
kein Ignorabimus, und meiner Meinung nach auch fiir die
Naturwissenschaft iberhaupt nicht. Statt des torichten Ignorabimus
heisse im Gegenteil unsere Losung:

Wir miissen wissen,

Wir werden wissen.”
The latter two lines are engraved on his tomb. — English:
“We must not believe those, who today with philosophical bearing
and a tone of superiority prophesy the downfall of culture and
accept the ignorabimus. For us there is no ignorabimus, and in
my opinion even none whatever in natural science. In place of the
foolish ignorabimus let stand our slogan:

We must know,

We shall know.”

Both Lieselott and Gerhart Enders taught at the Institute for
Archival Science in Potsdam (IfA). Eventually, his teaching letters
became the ‘Archivverwaltungslehre’ (see Section 1). For more
details, I refer to [2] fn. 12.

6. Dedication and holistic view

Both Lieselott and Gerhart Enders did not shy away from
“Kérrnerarbeit” (hard work, drudgery) [20]. Scientific thinking
puts at its head this most important aspect of scientific thinking:
The effort of the concept

In view of that and recalling the above-mentioned principle of
provenance, let me second the following guiding principle:

The concepts resp. notions are the tools of human thinking. ([21],
p-V)

Hence, our thinking is not more precise than the terms used.

Such thinking is holistic, an ideal that is based on the Humboldtian
ideals and yet can be realized even today [22,23]. Thanks to
my father’s intensive support, I kept up well in Latin class. He
added to and commented on every paragraph in the textbook. As
a matter of fact, some knowledge of Latin is an immensely useful
component of general education (notice that Werner Heisenberg
was educated at a humanistic gymnasium). Due to that, once I was
asked by the teacher of Latin to continue the lesson because she
was asked to went to the neighbouring room, where the love affair
of a pupil (from a broadly known family) with his math teacher
was discussed. Of course, we looked and heard through the holes
in the wall of that old shack. Mr. Graupner (see above) said that
that affair is their personal agenda. Nevertheless, according to the
rules, the teacher should have asked the headmaster to make her
not to teach in that class. I second that prescription just not only for
fairness but also for the sake of less tension between them.

7. Honesty, Openness, Collegiality, Generosity

Gerhart Enders’ honesty and openness — and thus his exemplary
character — include his envy-free recognition of the achievements
of others. This applies not least to the support he received from
his beloved wife. At the memorial colloquium for the latter one
[24], his long-time colleague Kurt Metschies thankfully told me
that he had once said to him that that what she achieved could not
be measured by human standards [24].

“Principled and forgiving at the same time, Lieselott Enders, this
small and seemingly fragile woman, not only imparted important
research approaches to many people who will now miss her, but
also provided valuable life support.” (Jan Peters 2009, [2] p. 5).

“She was, as you say, a very tight friend. I fondly remember the
tightness, and can feel it still when I close my eyes.” (Harry Hab
2024, comment to [2])

In 1988, Lieselott Enders received the prestigious René Kuczynski
Prize, the only prize and honour she accepted but honorary
membership in historic commissions without any obligations (cf.
[25]; frankly, she mostly considered them to be meetings of old
men already not being active scientists). (For some more details,
see [2] p. 5, fn. 3.)

Although taking place as much as 24 years after her retirement,
many former colleagues attended the commemorative colloquium
[24], from Mrs. Stumpe, a long-year co-worker in the archive
magazine, over Barbara (Babs), who cared for us children during
common official trips with her husband, till the former director
Friedrich (Fritz) Beck and the then director Klaus Neitmann, and
even much more people, including rather young ones. For she
worked with all of them at equal footing. When documents were
collected at local archives, she, the department head, stood within
the bucket brigade to bring them from the building to the truck.
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8. Humor

Gerhart and Lieselott Enders were — as long as possible due to his
illness — basically cheerful colleagues and cheerful parents. They
enjoyed celebrating with their employees and with their guests at
home. The latter included colleagues from Germany and abroad,
including colleagues from Western Germany such as Ahasver von
Brandt, as well as artists, cultural figures and like-minded people
from Potsdam and the surrounding area. Accordingly, both were
anything but resentful. Why should they be, isn’t that a weakness
of certain people in power?

9. Social Responsibility, Role Model

A core value of Gerhart and Lieselott Enders was intelligent
tolerance. Being atheists themselves, they respected the ideological
values of others, measuring them by their deeds, in the spirit of
Ephraim Lessing’s ‘Nathan the Wise’ [26].

On our discovery tours in Brandenburg, the churches played a
prominent role. Gerhart Enders’ foster mother was Christian and
believed she would go to heaven if she did good deeds. She was
the very best grandmother I could and can imagine: Love, yet
intervene where necessary, and do it in a way that is understandable
and therefore acceptable and effective. As she did, Gerhart and
Lieselott Enders lived the two basic principles of education: love
and consequence. Their professional and family life realized this
love for man, as it was also praised by the St. Paul.

“If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have
love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal... And now faith,
hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love
[27]1.”

Thus, my parents instilled justice in their children. For the birthday
of one there was a consolation gift for the other, ditto for school
enrollment. When I received a present from Santa Claus, I asked
him to consider my sister as well. Bernhard v. Barsewisch and
Heinrich Kaak, in conversation with me and in a talk at the
memorial event for Lieselott Enders [24], respectively, raised the
accusation that she was “too pro-farmer.” I would like to counter
that one of her favourite novels was ‘Der Stechlin’ by Theodor
Fontane (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Der_Stechlin).

10. Legacy

Of course, Lieselott Enders lives on in her colleagues, pupils,
friends, and relatives to cite a few [2,24,28-37]. Timeless are her
contributions to the ‘Historic Dictionary of Places’, where she
authored and co-authored as much as seven of the eleven parts
[38], and her comprehensive histories of the kurmark regions
Uckermark [39,40], Prignitz [41], and Altmark [42,43] from the
late Middle Age till 1815. In those voluminous monographic works,
she provided well-founded evidence in an analytical approach
typical of her working style, which stubbornly questioned what
was taken for granted and combined larger areas of investigation

with exemplary depth for the concrete everyday reality of small-
scale life (cf. [2] p. 9).

As Jan Peters concluded (cf. [2] pp. 10f.), she had not planned
any further monographs on Mark Brandenburg history. And why
should she? The way was clear and paved, over 150 articles and
smaller contributions from her pen had opened additional doors
for research into regional history and she made her works known
locally in numerous lectures. (The most recent and perhaps
most complete bibliography is that by F. Riedel in [24], see also
[44].) And always new ideas. They were scattered far and wide,
initially of course in the ‘Archivmitteilungen’, then increasingly
in the well-known yearbooks (such as the ‘Brandenburgische
Landesgeschichte’) or in well-known journals (mainly in the
‘Zeitschrift fiir Agrargeschichte und Agrarsoziologie’). What a
life’s work and what a personality of integrity! She repeatedly
urged and exemplified the ‘upright walk’ [8]. And how right she
was with the weary smile she gave when she heard the claim that
the GDR had only begun to be good scientifically when it became
part of the Federal Republic. She herself embodied the dubiousness
of this view. Many colleagues and younger scientists can confirm
her helpfulness and selflessness when they approached the now
widely known ‘pensioner’ (how inappropriate the idea associated
with this term!) with questions.

Her estate is stored at the Brandenburg State Main Archive in
Potsdam under my supervision. Unfortunately, I have not yet been
informed about the processing of it.

Ditto, Gerhart Enders lives on in his work, colleagues, pupils,
friends, and relatives, see, notably, the forewords by Eckart
Henning, Gerald Wiemers, and Lieselott Enders in the 2004 ed. of
his ‘Archivverwaltungslehre’ [1] (for some additions, see [46,47]).

“The book ‘Archivverwaltungslehre’ is considered a classic in the
field of archival science and provides a comprehensive overview of
the principles and practices of archival administration. It has been
cited extensively in the archival literature and is still considered an
important reference work for archivists and researchers.

In ‘Archivverwaltungslehre,” Enders examines the role of archives
in preserving historical records, the organization and management
of archival institutions, the selection and acquisition of records, the
appraisal and arrangement of records, and the provision of access
to records. The book also addresses issues such as preservation,
conservation, and the use of technology in archival work.

Enders’ ‘Archivverwaltungslehre’ has been influential in shaping
the field of archival science in Germany and has been used as a
textbook in archival training programs. The book has been revised
and reissued several times...” (ChatGPT)

It has been translated to English, Spanish, Italian, Hungarian,
Russian, Serbo-Croatian, and perhaps more languages [48].

There is a bibliography by Gerald Wiemers in [1] pp. XVI-IXX,
see also [45]. His estate is stored at the Federal Archive in Koblenz.
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Their articles have found international attention, see, e.g. [49].

Art students can be seen drawing in front of important paintings
in museums — not to copy the Old Masters, but to learn the craft.
This teaching method has unfortunately been lost in the natural
sciences [50]. In contrast, I was fortunate to have been taught
by my parents an awareness of the importance of history itself
[21,51]. And lo and behold, forgotten ideas can help solve today's
physical problems [52].
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